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INTRODUCTION: 

Welcome to believer’s baptism class for Pioneer Church. First off, we 
can’t tell you how excited we are that you are taking this class. The fact 
that you’re here means that you have made the best decision of your 
life which is to believe the Gospel of Jesus and become His disciple.  

This short class is going to take you through several important points 
concerning Believers Baptism. In this class, we will discuss: 

• What is Baptism? 
• Who should be baptized, and help you share your profession of 

faith which we will share with those who will witness and 
celebrate with you as you take this first step of obedience as a 
follower of Jesus.  

• How we believe baptism should be performed.  
• What to expect on baptism day. 

This class is for you, so please feel free to ask any questions that come 
to mind and join in the dialogue as we study what the Bible teaches us 
about baptism. Let’s get started! 
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WHAT IS BAPTISM? 
The Bible teaches us that there are two ordinances or commands that the church is to practice publicly 
that symbolize our relationship with Jesus through His Gospel. One ordinance is the Lord’s Supper where 
we remember the Body and Blood of Jesus by eating bread and drinking the cup. This is an outward 
practice of identifying and remembering our relationship with Jesus through the Gospel. The other 
ordinance we are commanded to practice is Believer’s Baptism.  

There are a lot of different views about baptism in the church today. Many philosophies and methods of 
Baptism have been adopted from history and tradition rather than what the Bible explicitly says. But the 
truth is, Baptism is NOT a complicated subject and the Bible does clearly explain what Baptism is.  
Baptism is simply an outward expression of what you believe and confess that Jesus has done in your 
heart through Salvation.  Let’s look at some passages of Scripture that help us understand this 
statement. 

• Romans 6:3-4 (ESV) Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 
into his death? 4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 

Paul tells us here that when we get saved, we are baptized into Jesus. The word Paul uses in the Greek 
here is BAPTIZO which means fully immersed. So, our faith in Jesus means that we are completely 
covered by Jesus’ death which completely saves us from God’s anger and punishment for sin. Going into 
and under the water signifies dying and being buried with Jesus. As we are raised out of the water and 
exit the water, it signifies being raised to NEW LIFE with Jesus just as He was raised from the dead. 

• Galatians 3:26-27 (NLT) For you are all children of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 And all who have 
been united with Christ in baptism have put on Christ, like putting on new clothes. 

Here Paul teaches us that baptism symbolizes our union or connection with Jesus by faith. The act of 
baptism shows the world that we belong to Jesus through our faith, and we will never be separated 
from Him. We have a new life in Him. 

So to re-cap, baptism is the outward practice that symbolizes what the Gospel has done in our hearts 
through faith in Jesus. It shows how we have been made right with God through our relationship with 
Christ. 
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WHO SHOULD BE BAPTIZED? 
This is a very important question to answer. Since baptism doesn’t actually save us, but rather is a 
symbol of what has already happened in our heart, ONLY THOSE WHO HAVE ACTUALLY BEEN SAVED 
THROUGH THEIR FAITH IN THE GOSPEL OF JESUS SHOULD BE BAPTIZED.  

But how do you know if you’ve been saved or not? There are 5 very important questions that can help 
us determine if we are truly saved. Let’s carefully go through these questions: 

1. DO YOU KNOW YOU ARE A SINNER, SEPARATED FROM GOD, AND UNABLE TO PLEASE GOD ON 
YOUR OWN? (Romans 3:10, 23; Ephesians 2:1) 
 

2. DO YOU UNDERSTAND THAT GOD KNEW YOU COULDN’T SAVE YOURSELF, SO HE SENT HIS 
PERFECT SON JESUS TO EARTH TO LIVE A PERFECT, SINLESS LIFE AND DIE IN YOUR PLACE FOR 
YOUR SINS? (John 3:16; Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Ephesians 2:4-5) 
 

3. DO YOU BELIEVE THAT GOD PLACED ALL OF HIS ANGER AND PUNISHMENT FOR YOUR SINS ON 
JESUS ON THE CROSS, AND THAT JESUS’ DEATH FULLY PAID THE PENALTY FOR YOUR SINS?                     
(Romans 6:23; 1 Peter 2:24) 
 

4. DO YOU BELIEVE THAT JESUS ROSE FROM THE DEAD THREE DAYS AFTER HIS DEATH ON THE 
CROSS, AND IS ALIVE TODAY? (Acts 10:39,40; 1 Corinthians 15:3-4; Hebrews 1:3, 12:2) 
 

5. HAVE YOU CONFESSED ALL OF THESE THINGS TO GOD PERSONALLY AND DO YOU TRUST YOUR 
LIFE AND FUTURE TO JESUS BECAUSE OF WHAT HE’S DONE FOR YOU? ARE YOU STRIVING TO 
PROVE THAT TRUST BY COMMITTING TO KNOW,LOVE, AND OBEY JESUS FOR THE REST OF YOUR 
LIFE? (John 15:5-10; Romans 10:9-10, 13; Ephesians 2:8-9) 

If you can honestly answer yes to each of these questions, then congratulations you are a follower of 
Jesus! If you can’t it’s ok—this is not a decision to be taken lightly or to be confused about. If you still 
have questions about the Gospel or how to be saved, please take this time to ask. 

The story of how we came to answer these questions positively is known as our testimony. Our 
testimony is very important to support our decision to be baptized. Our testimony basically has three 
parts:  

• WHO WE WERE BEFORE CHRIST 
• HOW WE HEARD THE GOSPEL AND WHEN WE DECIDED TO BELIEVE THE GOSPEL AND GIVE OUR 

LIVES TO CHRIST 
• HOW OUR LIFE IS DIFFERENT NOW THAT WE ARE FOLLOWING JESUS 

 

Take a few minutes and write out your testimony on the space provided on the next page. 

 

 



 

5 
 

MY STORY: 

WHO I WAS BEFORE CHRIST: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

HOW I HEARD THE GOSPEL AND WHEN I DECIDED TO GIVE MY LIFE TO CHRIST: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

HOW MY LIFE IS DIFFERENT NOW BECAUSE OF CHRIST: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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HOW SHOULD I BE BAPTIZED: 
There has been much disagreement and debate about how the actual process of Baptism should be 
carried out. There are dear brothers and sisters in Christ of other denominations that would disagree 
with how we view baptism. We do not believe this should be a topic that divides us as fellow Christians; 
however, we also believe that we should seek to be as obedient to the Scriptures as possible concerning 
such an important symbol.  

As mentioned earlier, the Greek word for baptize carries a very specific meaning. The word BAPTIZO 
literally means to IMMERSE or to completely cover. When Paul was describing the spiritual significance 
of Baptism, he compared it to a burial.  

• Romans 6:4 (NLT) For we died and were buried with Christ by baptism. And just as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glorious power of the Father, now we also may live new lives. 
 

• Colossians 2:12 (NLT)  For you were buried with Christ when you were baptized. And with him you were 
raised to new life because you trusted the mighty power of God, who raised Christ from the dead. 

Since the Bible teaches that baptism is meant to signify burial, we know that no one is partially buried, 
but fully covered. Therefore, we believe that baptism is to be carried out by fully immersing ourselves 
under the water to signify our burial with Jesus. 

Baptism also symbolizes being washed clean of our sin.  

• Acts 22:16 (NLT) What are you waiting for? Get up and be baptized. Have your sins washed away by 
calling on the name of the Lord.’ 
 

• Titus 3:4-5 (NLT) When God our Savior revealed his kindness and love, 5 he saved us, not because of the 
righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He washed away our sins, giving us a new birth 
and new life through the Holy Spirit. 

The blood of Jesus covers us and washes us fully of our guilt and shame. The water then signifies this 
cleansing, which is not a partial cleansing, but a full cleansing.  

And finally, we believe that baptism should be practiced by total immersion because that is the example 
given to us in the Bible, especially Jesus’ example.  

• Mark 1:9-11 (ESV) In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. 10 And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens being torn open and 
the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with 
you I am well pleased.” 
 

• Acts 8:36-39 (ESV) And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, 
“See, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 38 And he commanded the chariot to stop, 
and they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 39 And when they 
came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and 
went on his way rejoicing. 
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WHAT TO EXPECT ON BAPTISM DAY: 

It is our sincere hope and prayer that your baptism day is one of the most exciting and memorable 
moments of your life! It is one of the most important acts of obedience to Jesus and also one of the 
most specific expressions of your commitment to follow Him. We pray you will invite any and everyone 
you know to come witness your baptism.  

To make this day as positively memorable as well as fulfill the intentions of baptism there are a few 
things we want you to be aware of: 

• Please be sure to bring a change of clothes and a towel to dry off with 
• Make sure you wear dark clothing ( a baptism t-shirt should be provided for you) to maintain 

modesty  
• As you enter the baptismal, the pastor will introduce you and give you the opportunity to share 

your story with the congregation. We strongly urge you to share your own story in your own 
words since this is the purpose of baptism. You are declaring to the world that Jesus has saved 
you. Psalm 107:2 (NLT) Has the LORD redeemed you? Then speak out! Tell others he has 
redeemed you from your enemies. It is absolutely ok to write your words out and read them. IT 
doesn’t have to be a lengthy testimony, just share how Jesus has saved you and why you’re 
following Him in baptism.  

• After you share your story, the pastor will ask you a series of questions about the gospel and if 
you confirm those questions, he will baptize you in the name of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit 

o At this time, you will grab your nose, and the pastor will grab your wrist, and you will 
grab the pastor’s wrist with your other hand and allow the pastor to lower you into the 
water and bring you right back up! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


